Nursing students' perceptions of nursing as a subject and a function.
This study, conducted at one University College in Norway, describes nursing students' perceptions of nursing as a theoretical subject and as a function. A descriptive/explorative design was selected. Thirty students from the first year and 30 students from the third year wrote down their perceptions in response to four open-ended questions. Fifteen students from each year (n = 30) were interviewed. A qualitative content analysis was performed. According to the results, the content of the subject of nursing encompasses various fields of knowledge; therefore, the subject of nursing is unclear. The findings indicate that the third-year students either did not gain new insights on the subject or were still unable to verbalize such insights, contrary to the expectations expressed in the curriculum. Regarding the functions of nursing, the first-year students believed there is considerable report writing, which affected their nursing care, but the third-year students believed nurses are obliged to lead and plan nursing care. The students' perceptions of the content of the subject of nursing related only in part to professional functions, both at the beginning and end of their nursing education.